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FROM: BERLIN 

TO: Seoretary of State 

NO: 673, FEBRUARY 6, 8 P.M. 



SENT 30NN &>3, REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 673, LONDON 124 
MOSCOW 205, PARIS I56, POLAD USAREUR 206. 

PARIS FOR EMB, USRO, CINCEUR THURSTON AND VvEST 

REF OURTEL 597 TO BONN 66]_ TO DEPT 

POLITICAL ADVISERS MET THIS MORNING TO DISCUSS TRUCK INCIDENT 
AND AGREED ON US PROPOSAL TO RECOMMEND TO RESPECTIVE EMBASSIES 
BONN THAT INSPECTION ISSUE BE TAKEN UP TRIPARTITELY IN MOSCOW 
WITH SOV FONOFF. (SEE LAST PARA REFTEL.) 
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ALTHOUGH IT UNLIKELY SOVS WILL AGREE TO SETTLE ISSUE TO OUR 

SATISFACTION, WE BELIEVE DEMARCHE IN MOSCOW MIGHT HAVE EFFECT 

OF RESTRAINING RUSSIAN ATTEMPTS TO INTERFERE WITH OUR TRUCK TRAFFIC 

DURING TIME ISSUE BEING DISCUSSED IN MOSCOW. IF MOSCOW 

DEMARCHE AGREED UPON, WE WOULD PROPOSE INFORMING MARKUSHIN <k T 

AT ONCE THAT WE AGREE WITH HIM INSPECTION ISSUE WILL S< CJ 

HAVE TO BE DISCUSSED AT HIGHER LEVELS AND THAT MATTER WILL BE Js 

TAKEN UP IN MOSCOW. *» 

USCOB, BRITISH AND FRENCH COMMANDANTS CONCUR IN THIS PROPOSAL .O-j 

BRITISH POLAD EXPRESSED VIEW THAT, IF MOSCOW DEMARCHE MADE, 
ISSUES INVOLVED ARE SO COMPLICATED IT MIGHT BE NECESSARY EVENT^LLY 
TO RETURN NEGOTIATIONS TO BERLIN, WITH BERLIN NEGOTIATORS ACTING: 
AS REPRESENTATIVES THEIR MOSCOW PRINCIPLES. ~" " L 
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BRITISH POLAD ALSO SUGGESTED THAT IF DEMARCHE MADE ALfcl Ejgj SHOUlig 
BE PREPARED TO OFFER A CONCESSION? SPECIFICALLY, WHER& TRUCK ^ 
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-2- 673, february 6, 8 p.m., from berlin 

tailgates high and it impossible to see inside truck from ground, 
allies should permit russians to climb up on tailgates to look 
in, but not to enter. uspolad disagreed, on grounds that 

1) a principle is involved which is vital to our access to berlin, 
any concession represents sign of weakness, and this no rpt no time 
to show weakness. 

2) one concession only leads to another demand— to wit, when 
we were dispatching covered vehicles inspection dispute 
centered only on them; now that we confine ourselves to vehicles 
which are at least partially open, sovs now say vehicles not 
•j.!co/ered enough. 
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